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UCCI UPDATE 
UCCI Executive
Committee Meets
with Speaker Welch

Members of the UCCI Executive
Committee traveled to Westchester on
September 14, 2021 to discuss county
priorities with Illinois Speaker of the
House Emanuel 'Chris' Welch

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

The House and Senate met for a special session
in Springfield on Tuesday, August 31, and
passed an amended state legislative district
map for House and Senate members, now
based on official U.S. Census data instead of
preliminary ACS data, in Senate Bill 927. 
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A federal court will hold a hearing on the new
map to determine whether the amended map
is constitutional. The federal court, if ruling
that the map does not conform to federal
voting right requirements, can mandate that a
new map be drawn by a special master and not
by the General Assembly. If that happens, the
Democrats will likely file suit that the state has
jurisdiction over the district maps, not the
federal court, and the determination could
instead lie with the Democrat-controlled
Illinois Supreme Court - all meaning that the
legislative maps could be far from finalized.
The Senate returned to Springfield for one day to pass the energy omnibus package
in Senate Bill 2408 already approved by the House. Governor Pritzker quickly signed
the bill into law. Exelon announced that it will keep its nuclear facilities open. The
Illinois Chamber of Commerce calls the measure the “largest electricity rate hike in
Illinois history.” One provision allows Grain Belt Energy to purchase private land
through eminent domain for a transmission line in six counties in central Illinois,
which could eventually result in lawsuits.
 
The fall Veto Session is scheduled for October 19-21 and 26-28, although the General
Assembly has already acted upon vetoed and amendatorily vetoed bills. The House
and Senate do need to approve a Congressional district map, and any other issue can
be addressed during Veto Session, but we expect a lighter load of legislation and
possibly even a reduced number days for the fall meetings. 
 
HEALTHCARE
 
The House will hold a second subject matter hearing on nursing home reform  on
September 22 with the Human Services, Appropriations-Human Services, Health Care
Availability, and Mental Health Committees.
 
The first hearing this week focused on the Department of Public Health’s monitoring
of nursing homes and potential funding reform. Representative Deb Conroy (D)
emphasized that lawmakers should put policies in place to hold facilities accountable
when allocating funds. 
 
Abortion
Governor Pritzker is urging Congress to pass federal legislation to protect women’s
access to reproductive health care, including abortions, after Texas passed a state law
allowing private citizens to bring a civil suit against anyone performing or
receiving an abortion once a cardiac heartbeat is detected around six weeks. Pritzker
and House Speaker Welch fear that the Texas law will set a legal precedent for other
states to enact similar laws. Representative Kelly Cassidy (D) introduced House Bill
4146 to allow Illinois citizens the right to seek $10,000 in damages against anyone
who causes an unwanted pregnancy, even if resulting from consensual sex or anyone
who commits sexual assault.
 
Healthcare Transformation Award
Partners in the Medicaid Innovation Collaborative, including OSF Healthcare,
Heartland Community Health and Wellness, Chestnut Health Systems, Aunt Martha’s
Health and Wellness, and Eagle View Community Health System, will receive $18
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million in healthcare transformation funds. The partnership’s plan includes connecting
pregnant mothers in Medicaid to remote patient monitoring, reaching out to Medicaid
patients with digital health services, addressing transportation gaps in rural
communities, expanding dental programs, and improving health and wellness literacy
for high-risk individuals. 
 
DHFS will award $94 million to eight innovative partnerships.
 
Healthcare.gov Coverage
More than 54,400 Illinois residents signed up for new healthcare coverage
on Healthcare.gov between February and April 2021 with the special enrollment
period, more than double the number in 2020 or 2019. 
 
COVID
New COVID-19 hospital admissions have slowed down while numbers are flattening
with an average statewide positivity rate of 4.5%. Cases are higher in the southern 20
counties of the state. 
 
Over 78% of Illinoisans 12 and older have received at least one dose of the
vaccine. More than 60% are fully vaccinated. The number of counties at the warning
level is falling.
 
ENERGY
Governor Pritzker’s press release on signing the energy bill includes a detailed
summary of Senate Bill 2408. 
Combats Climate Change and Invests in Renewable Energy

Provides that it is the policy of the State of Illinois to move toward 100% clean
energy by 2050.
Makes changes to the Illinois Power Agency (IPA) Act to double the state’s
investment in renewable energy.
Puts the state on a path to 40% renewable energy by 2030 and 50% by 2040.
Ensuring that all utility-scale wind and solar projects are built with project labor
agreements and that prevailing wages are paid on all non-residential wind and
solar projects.
Requires renewable industry reporting on diversity and inclusion efforts.
Requires all private coal-fired and oil-fired electric generating units to reach
zero emissions by January 1, 2030.
Requires municipal coal, including Prairie State and CWLP Dallman, to be 100%
carbon-free by December 31, 2045, with an interim emissions reductions goal of
45% from existing emissions by no later than January 1, 2035. If that emissions
reduction requirement is not achieved by December 31, 2035, they must retire
one or more units or reduce emissions by 45% from existing emissions by June
30, 2038. 
Requires all private natural gas-fired units to reach zero emissions by 2045,
prioritizing reductions by those with higher rates of emissions and those in and
near environmental justice communities.
Requires municipal natural gas-fired units to reach zero emissions by 2045,
unless companies convert units to green hydrogen or similar technology that
can achieve zero carbon emissions.
Requires all units that utilize combined heat and power or cogeneration
technology to reach zero emissions by 2045, unless companies convert units to
green hydrogen or similar technology that can achieve zero carbon emissions.
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Creates a coal to solar program to support the transition of coal plants to
renewable energy facilities.
Authorizes the Governor to create a commission on market-based carbon
pricing solutions.
Creates a Nonprofit Electric Generation Task Force to investigate carbon capture
and sequestration and debt financing options for Prairie State.
Requires the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, IPA, and Illinois
Commerce Commission (ICC) to jointly conduct a study, every 5 years starting in
2025, on the State’s progress toward its renewable energy resources
development goals and the current and projected status of electric resource
adequacy and reliability throughout the state.
Requires the ICC to open an investigation to develop and adopt a renewable
energy access plan to improve transmission capacity to support renewable
energy expansion.
Permits Ameren to establish up to 2 utility-scale solar pilot projects.
Permits schools to lease property in excess of 25 years to support renewable
energy projects.

Invests in Workforce Development 
Creates the Energy Transition Assistance Fund to allocate funding from
ratepayers to support $180 million in state clean energy programs.
Allows local governments to engage in community energy and climate planning.
Creates a displaced energy workers bill of rights to provide state support to
transitioning energy sector workers, administered by the Department of
Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) and the Illinois Department of
Employment Security (IDES).
Creates a Clean Jobs Workforce Network Hubs Program, establishing 13
program delivery hub sites that leverage community-based organizations to
ensure members of equity-focused populations have dedicated and sustained
support to enter and complete the career pipeline for clean energy and related
sector jobs.
Establishes Energy Transition Navigators to provide education, outreach, and
recruitment to equity-focused populations to ensure they are aware of
workforce development programs. 
Establishes three Climate Works Hubs throughout the state which will be
administered by DCEO and will recruit, prescreen, and provide pre-
apprenticeship training to equity focused populations.
Creates a clean energy contractor incubator program to provide access to low-
cost capital and financial support for small clean energy businesses and
contractors.
Creates a returning residents clean jobs training program to provide training for
careers in the clean energy sector to individuals who are currently incarcerated.
Creates a clean energy primes contractor accelerator program to mentor and
support businesses and contractors through business coaching and operational
support.
Creates a jobs and environmental justice grant program to provide upfront and
seed capital to support community ownership and development of renewable
energy projects.
Establishes the Energy Workforce Advisory Council within DCEO to make
recommendations to the state on clean energy workforce programs.

Establishes Transition Programs and Assistance
Creates an Energy Transition Workforce Commission to report on anticipated
impacts of transitioning to a clean energy economy and recommend changes to



the workforce through 2050.
Requires DCEO to establish an energy transition barrier reduction program.
Requires DCEO to establish a grant program to award grants to promote
economic development in eligible, transitioning communities.
 Requires DCEO, in collaboration with IDES, to implement a displaced worker bill
of rights that provides benefits to displaced energy workers.
Requires DCEO to administer a transition scholarship program to support youth
who are deterred from attending or completing an educational program at an
Illinois institution of higher education because of his or her parent’s layoff from
a retiring power plant.
Requires DCEO to create or commission a report on the energy worker and
transition programs.
Allows units of local government to establish Community Energy and Climate
Plans, which are intended to aid local governments in developing a
comprehensive approach to combining different energy and climate programs
and funding resources. 
Requires plant owners to notify employees and public officials of a plant closure
two years in advance.

Ensures Consumer Protections Are at the Forefront
Eliminates the customer deposit requirement and late fees for low-income
utility residential customers.
Eliminates the online payment fee for all customers’ utility bills.
Requires utility companies to accurately report to the ICC on the number of
shutoffs and reconnections on a monthly basis.
Provides utility-funded compensation to non-profit representatives of consumer
interests that intervene in ICC proceedings in order to increase public
engagement and transparency, expand information available to the ICC, and
improve decision-making.
Requires the ICC to conduct a comprehensive study to assess whether low-
income discount rates for residential customers are appropriate and consider
the design and implementation of such rates.
Requires the ICC to initiate a docket to provide for the refunding of excess
deferred income taxes by the end of 2025.
Prevents municipal and cooperative electric providers from imposing
discriminatory financial repercussions on customers who self-generate
electricity.

Establishes Illinois as a Clean Transportation Leader
Establishes a goal of adopting 1,000,000 electric vehicles in Illinois by 2030.
Requires electric utilities to file beneficial electrification plans with the ICC to
support the rapid deployment of electric vehicles and make-ready infrastructure
statewide.
Requires IEPA to award rebates to help fund up to 80% of the cost of the
installation of charging stations and requires recipients to pay prevailing wage
on installation projects.
Creates an Electric Vehicle Coordinator within IEPA.
Requires the Department of Transportation to conduct a study to consider how
the adoption of EVs will adversely affect resources needed for transportation
infrastructure.
Creates an up to $4,000 rebate for consumers who purchase an electric vehicle,
regardless of where they reside in Illinois.

Expands Ethics Reforms



Expands statement of economic interest requirements to include any spouse or
immediate family member employed by a public utility in Illinois.
Subjects the Illinois Power Agency to ex-partecommunication requirements.
Creates a Public Utility Ethics and Compliance Monitor to ensure utility
companies are meeting the highest level of ethical standards.
Requires the ICC to initiate an investigation into how ratepayer funds were used
in connection with the conduct outlined in ComEd’s Deferred Prosecution
Agreement, potentially putting refunds back into residential ratepayers’ pockets.
Requires each utility to establish the position of a Chief Ethics and Compliance
Officer who must submit annual reports to the ICC.

Ends Formula Rates
Ends formula rates and transitions to performance-based ratemaking.
Requires an independent audit of the current state of the grid and expenditures
made since 2012.
Requires utilities to file a Multi-Year Rate Plan where they will be rewarded and
penalized based on achievement of ICC-approved performance metrics, which
will be based on reliability and resiliency, peak load reductions attributable to
demand response programs, supplier diversity expansion, affordability,
interconnection response time, and customer service performance.
Requires annual performance evaluations to evaluate utilities’ performance on
their metric targets during the previous year.
Requires utilities to file a Multi-Year Integrated Grid Plan to support the state’s
clean energy goals and comprehensive grid planning.
Creates a new Division of Integrated Distribution Planning at the ICC.

Alternative Electric Retail Supplier Agreement
The Illinois Commerce Commission approved a settlement and release agreement for
Star Energy Partners, an alternative electric retail supplier, to pay $300,000 in refunds
to customers and energy assistance for low-income residents. Star Energy agreed to
halt sales, marketing, and enrollments in Illinois for two years. The agreement was
negotiated and signed by the ICC, the Attorney General, and the Citizen’s Utility Board
with Star Energy.

NACO UPDATE

NEW NACo FAQ ANSWERS COUNTY
QUESTIONS ON VACCINE MANDATES

On September 9, the Biden administration unveiled a new COVID-19
action plan, which includes efforts to reduce the number of unvaccinated
Americans through regulatory powers and authorities. NACo’s FAQ
brief provides an overview of common questions and answers related to
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the new regulations and their potential impacts on counties.
LEARN MORE | TRACK COUNTY VACCINE MANDATES
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